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NEW LIFE FOR URBAN SHOPPING 
ANNCR : 

PRESIDENT CARTER'S NEW URBAN AID PROPOSALS INCLUDE HELP TO 
REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN SHOPPING. AND ONE INNOVATIVE PRIVATE LAND 
DEVELOPER HAS DEMONSTRATED HOW TO ESTABLISH NEW MARKETPLACES IN 
OLD AREAS. VOA BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG HAS 
THE DETAILS: 

VOICE: 

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER JAMES ROUSE ALREADY HAS SHOWN IN TWO 
BIG NORTHEAST CITIES HOW TO CREATE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL SHOPPING 
CENTERS WHICH BRING NEW LIFE TO PREVIOUSLY RUN-DOWN AREAS. 

IN BOSTON AND IN PHILADELPHIA, DEVELOPER ROUSE HAS ACHIEVED 
COMMERCIAL SUCCESS WITH HIS NEW MARKETPLACE CONCEPT. AND HE ALSO 
HAS ENCOURAGED URBAN PLANNERS IN OTHER CITIES TO CONVERT DECAYING 
DOWNTOWN SECTIONS INTO ATTRACTIVE COMPLEXES OF RETAIL STORES, 
OFFICES, FOOD MARKETS AND RESTAURANTS. 

AT AGE SIXTY-THREE, JAMES ROUSE IS A DYNAMIC, PRACTICAL 
VISIONARY WHO COMBINES THE TALENTS OF AN ASTUTE FINANCIER AND A 
MASTER SALESPERSON. HE IS COMMITTED TO HELP MAKE URBAN CENTERS 
BETTER PLACES TO LIVE, WORK AND ENJOY. WHAT MAKES MISTER ROUSE 
EVEN MORE UNIQUE IS THAT HIS ASPIRATIONS ARE FULFILLED MORE 
CONSISTENTLY THAN ARE THOSE OF MOST OTHER DEVELOPERS. IN BOSTON, 
JAMES ROUSE TRANSFORMED A SITE OF ONE-HUNDREO-FIFTY-YEAR-OLD 
WAREHOUSES INTO THE FANEUIL HALL MARKETPLACE, AN ARCHITECTURAL 
MASTERPIECE, SINCE THE MARKET'S OPENING IN THE LATTER PART OF 
1976, IT HAS ATTRACTED TEN-MILLION VISITORS ANNUALLY-~ABOUT AS 


MANY PEOPLE AS VISIT DISNEYLAND, IN CALIFORNIA. 
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THE GALLERY, MISTER ROUSE'S URBAN SHOPPING MALL IN 
PHILADELPHIA, ALSO HAS BEEN A COMMERCIAL AND AESTHETIC SUCCESS 
SINCE ITS OPENING SIX=MONTHS AGO, THERE ARE ONE-HUNDRED-TWENTY 
-FIVE SHOPS ON FOUR LEVELS. SIXTEEN OPEN ESCALATORS TRANSPORT THE 
CROWDS BETWEEN THE LEVELS. AND THERE ARE FOUNTAINS, TREES AND 
MODERN SCULPTURE INSIDE AN IMMENSE INTERIOR COURT WITH A SKYLIGHT. 

DEVELOPER ROUSE HAS INAUGURATED A NEW CONCEPT IN URBAN 
SHOPPING -=- EXCITING ARCHITECTURE, LOTS OF ETHNIC FOOD OUTLETS, 
ACTIVITIES TO KEEP PEOPLE INFORMED AND ENTERTAINED. AND HIS IDEA 
IS GAINING ACCEPTANCE. THE CITY OF BALTIMORE HAS SIGNED WITH 
MISTER ROUSE TO REPLICATE HIS BOSTON ACCOMPLISHMENT, THE MID-WEST 
CITY OF MINNEAPOLES HAS BEGUN TO TRANSFORM TWO CITY BLOCKS OF 
OLD STRUCTURES. THERE ARE OTHER COROLLARIES, WITH VARIATIONS, 
UNDERWAY IN CHICAGO AND DENVER. AND ALSO, IN MONTREAL, IN CANADA. 
THERE IS INDEED MOMENTUM TO CREATE NEW ENVIRONMENTS IN OLD 


URBAN AREAS. 
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